






Lead by Example

Many years ago, a rider came across 
some soldiers who were trying 

unsuccessfully to move a heavy wood log 
that blocked the road. Their corporal was 
standing by as the men struggled. The rider 
asked the corporal why he wasn’t helping 
his men and the corporal replied, “I am the 
corporal; I give orders.”

The rider dismounted, went up and helped 
the soldiers and as they struggled to lift 
the wood so the approaching troops could 
pass. With his help, the task was carried 
out. The rider was George Washington, the 
Commander-in-Chief. He quietly mounted 
his horse and went to the corporal and said, 
“The next time your men need help, send for 
the Commander-in-Chief.” 

Years later, when George Washington and 
some friends were riding in the countryside 
outside of Washington D.C., their horses 
leaped over a wall. One steed didn’t quite 
make it, and kicked off a number of stones.

“Better replace them,” suggested the 
General.

“Oh, let the farmer who owns it do it,” 
replied the friends.

When the riding party was over, 
Washington turned his horse back the way 
they had come and rode back to the farm 
where the fallen stones lay. He dismounted 
and carefully replaced the stones.

“Oh General,” said a companion, “You are 
too big to do that.”

“On the contrary,” answered Washington, 
“I am the right size.”

George Washington earned the respect of 
his men, country and allies by the example 
he set for those around him regardless of 
their station in life.




